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     A monument erected at St. Bernard ceme-
tery honors a former parishioner, who was in-
volved in the world’s first atomic weapons 
accident, known as a “Broken Arrow” in the 
military.  

     Theodore F. Schreier was born in Jefferson 
in Monroe County in 1915. He was the son of 
Fred and Frieda Schreier.  

     He graduated from the University of Wis-
consin in Madison and served in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps in World War II.  

     After the war, Schreier returned to Madison 
and was flying for American Airlines. 

     “Post-war life seemed good as he and his 
wife Jean began civilian life in Madison,” wrote 
John M. Clearwater, who authored “Broken 
Arrow #1: The World’s First Lost Atomic 
Bomb.”  

     However, in 1947, Schreier was recalled to 
active duty with the Armed Forces Special 
Weapons Project. 

     His family thought he has flying transport 
planes.  

     But Schreier was training as a weaponeer, 
the air crew member responsible for arming a 
Mark IV atomic weapon. 

     On Feb. 13, 1950, Schreier was the co-pilot 
of a Convair B-36 “Peacemaker,” an interconti-
nental bomber that took off from Eielson Air 
Force Base in Fairbanks, Alaska.  

     “The (U.S.) military was preparing for a new 
era of nuclear warfare with its Cold War adver-
sary,” and the training “flight was meant to 
replicate a bombing run on a major city in the 
Soviet Union,” according to an article by David 
Roos. 

     The 10,000-pound nuclear bomb was com-
parable in size to the “Fat Man” bomb dropped 
on Nagasaki in 1945.  

     It contained large amounts of uranium and 
conventional explosives, but it did not have a 
plutonium core to trigger a nuclear blast, Roos 
wrote. 

     The B-36 with a crew of 17 was set to fly a 
5,500-mile route from Alaska to Montana to 
San Francisco (the target for the bomb) and 
then Carswell Air Force Base in Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

     Shortly after takeoff, ice began to accumu-
late on the bomber’s fuselage and the three of 
the plane’s engines caught fire and had to be 
shut down. 

     The B-36 began to lose altitude at a rate of 
500 fee per minute, writes Roos. 

     Capt. Harold Barry ordered the crew to off-
load the bomb, but when Schreier hit the button 
to release the bomb, nothing happened.  

     He hit the button a second time, and the 
bomb bay doors opened releasing the Mark IV 

over the Pacific Ocean, where the explosives 
were detonated, according to the crew’s re-
ports. 

     Barry then set the plane on autopilot to-
ward the ocean, and the crew parachuted over 
an island near British Columbia. 

     They later reported that the B-36 cruised 
for about 200 miles veering off its course and 
crashed into Mt. Kologet. 

     The U.S. and Canadian militaries immedi-
ately launched a search and rescue mission, 
and 12 of the 17 crew members were found 
alive. 

     Five crew members, including Schreier, 
were not found. 

     Dick Thrasher, who was a gunner on the 
aircraft, told the Fort-Worth Star Telegram in 
2012 that he believes high winds blew them 
into the ocean. 

     In 1953, the wreck of the B-36 was found 
in the mountains of British Columbia.  

     That same year, a fisherman found a para-
chute and a boot containing human remains.   

     Not long afterward, the military held a 
group burial for the five missing Airmen at 
the Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in 
St. Louis. 

     “A theory surfaced that Schreier – who 
was the only pilot among the missing crew 
members, and the only one nobody saw para-
chute out – had stayed with the plane and 
turned it around to the north,” according to an 
article by Doug Moe of the Wisconsin Jour-
nal Sentinel. 

     Fifty years later, an expedition that included 
Clearwater and Canadian filmmaker Michael 
Jorgensen visited the crash site.  

     In his 2004 documentary, “Lost Nuke,” 
Jorgensen called Schreier a hero, because he 
believed Schreier was attempting to keep the 
weapons out of enemy hands.  

     Clearwater said in his book that the nuclear 
bomb was most likely not on board when the 
plane crashed based on the impressive condi-
tion of the bomb shackle and the lack of bomb 
remains.  

     He also believes that Schreier bailed out and 
drowned along the four other missing crew 
members.  

     To date, no nuclear weapon has been recov-
ered, and the crew’s testimony is the only evi-
dence of the bomb’s fate.  

     In 2001, family members of the missing 
Airmen persuaded the Air Force to exhume the 
casket at Jefferson Barracks to identify the re-
mains using DNA testing. 

     The remains were sent to the Defense De-
partment Central Identification Laboratory in 
Hawaii, but the results were inconclusive.  

     The testing was conducted again several 
years later. The bones belonged to Staff Sgt. 
Elbert W. Pollard.  

     His family buried his remains at San Fran-
cisco National Cemetery at the Presidio. 

     Unfortunately, Schreier’s remains have nev-
er been found.  

     Shortly after the plane went down in 1950, 
his family erected a monument in honor of their 
son at St. Bernard cemetery. 


